Skillful, effective teaching of beginning reading is based on the teacher’s understanding:

1. That reading is related to all language functions found in the curriculum.

2. That learning to read is related to and built upon past language experiences

3. That learning to read should be a natural outgrowth of these past language experiences.

4. That learning to read is a developmental process that involves years of guided study.

5. That different methods of teaching reading may be justified, but the one criterion a method should meet is that it builds logically and systematically.
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COMPONENTS OF READING READINESS IN L1
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Chronological age

Mental age

Knowledge of letter names

Language facility

Knowledge of word meanings

Ability to use left to right sequencing   (directionality)

Ability to make visual discriminations

Ability to make auditory discrimination of speech sounds

Ability to follow directions

Ability to draw a human figure
